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The Pastor’s Pen

On Sunday December 4t, | preached on “Developing a Positive Future Story.” In that sermon, | talked about the power of our future sto-
ries. In referencing Andy Lester, | talked about how negative future stories will create a negative future; about how dysfunctional future stories; will
cause us to live into a dysfunctional future; or how a hopeless future story will create more of the same. Since that time, | have had the opportunity
to talk to several people who wanted to know how to develop positive future stories so they will not simply live into more of the same thing they
have already experienced. There are actually a number of positive future stories in the biblical witness that were developed during terrible settings
that may be instructive for us, and right now, at the beginning of a new year is an excellent time to begin to build a positive future story.

Perhaps the best known future story is developed and told by the people of Israel who had escaped from the horrors of slavery in Egypt
only to find themselves wandering in the wilderness. Their past story was one of slavery and death, their present circumstance was one of wander-
ing and desert. It would have been easy for the people to perish in the desert by developing a future story based on slavery and wandering.

But God, through Moses, offered a different story . . . a story that had the power to pull them into a new future. That new future story was
that God would bring them into a new land, a land flowing with milk and honey (see Exodus). Long before the people saw the new land (40 years)
they began to rehearse a story where God would not abandon them, where God would care for them, and finally where God would e stablish them
in a new land flowing with milk and honey. It was the power of this story that carried them through the desert and established them in their own
homeland. That story, by the way, is still rehearsed today in Israel. It retains that kind of power.

Likewise, during the Assyrian/Babylonian captivity, Israel developed a positive future story out of destruction and primal chaos. The depth
of despair that the people of Israel experienced simply cannot be overstated. We have experienced very little that can be compared with what they
felt about their lives and their futures. Our current political/economic/cultural/religious conundrum only hints at what they felt. Yet our current fear,
angst, anger over the, at least perceived, demise of the just mentioned systems is a contemporary example of the sense that things are really bad.

Out of this complete destruction God, through the prophets (Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Isaiah), began to construct a new future for Israel.
The new future story reminded Israel why they were in captivity (they had strayed far from God), it reminded them that God had never forsaken
them, and then it opened a reality for them about God that they had never conceived. God was not just a parochial God of Israel, but was God of all
that is and this God would re-establish the nation and Jerusalem and the Temple would be rebuilt. Again this new future story had the power to
give life to the people in captivity and the power to cause them to rebuild their precious Temple and city.

The book of Daniel is the future story of a people who were being exterminated by Antiochus Epiphanies 1V, the Syrian leader who hated
Israel’s God and everything they stood for. Daniel reminds the people who are being terribly persecuted that despite their current circumstances,
God would destroy the present evil, just as God has always done in the past.

The book of Revelation is the future story of first century Christians who suffered state-sponsored terrorism at the hands of Rome. This
future story tells of a time when the evil harlot Rome would be destroyed and that God and his people would survive.

(continued on page 7)
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Sunday Morning

Activities Listed Below
COMMUNION

4:15p Bell Choir, 201

5p MOVIE & MOR
“Soul §

HAPP
@e YEAE

2
9:15a NO Staff Meet-
ing, H
12p Penn State
Bowl Game

3
6:30p Praise Team
Practice, S

4 ®e In the Light
(see schedule below)

5}
6p Voices of Palmyra
Concert practice, S

6 EPIPHANY

7

8a Weight Watchers,

FH

8a TAKE DOWN
CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS

9a Basket Guild, H

9a Palmyra Lacrosse

practice, FC

11a VOP practice, S

8 Sunday Morning
Activities Listed Below
BAPTISMS

9:15a NEW

MEMBERS"’
STARTS

1p Volleyball practice,

FC

3p Voices of Palmyra
Concert, S

4:15p Bell Choir, 201

6p Lacrosse Sign up,
FH

6p FINANCIAL
PEACE UNIVERSIT]|
PREVIEWW201

9

9:15a Staff Meeting, H
5:30p Compassionate
Care Hospice, H
6:30p PAL Wrestling
Meeting, 305

7p Disciple Bible
Study starts201

10

915aL adi es’
Study resume=01
12p Running with thg
Giants Bible study
starts H

6p Lacrosse Sign up,
FH

6:30p Praise Team
Practice, S

11 e In the Light
(see schedule below)
Most Bible Studies

Start
6:30p Grieving Bible
Study 303

12

6:30p HALOS

7p In Home
Communion
Training, 201

14

8a Weight Watchers,
FH

9a Palmyra Lacrosse
practice, FC

15 Sunday Morning
Activities Listed Above
9:15a New Members’
Class, H

1p Volleyball practice,
FC

4:15p Bell Choir, 201
6p Financial Peace
Universityfirst class,
201

16 MARTIN LUTHER
KING DAY

9:15a Staff Meeting, H

7p Sketchers Bible

Study 305

7p Disciple Bible

Study, 201

17

9:15a Ladies’ Bible
Study, 201

12p Running with the
Giants Bible study, H
6:30p Praise Team
Practice, S

18 Be n the Light
(see schedule below)

19
6p Jump 4 Joy (Fall
Session), FC

21

8a Weight Watchers,
FH

9a Palmyra Lacrosse
practice, FC

10a Scrappers Bible
Study 201

22 Sunday Morning

9:15a New Members’
Class, H

1p Volleyball practice,
FC

4:15p Bell Choir, 201
6p Financial Peace
University, 201

beBAT

9:15a Staff Meeting, H
7p Disciple Bible
Study, 201

24

9:15a Ladies’ Bible
Study, 201

12p Running with the
Giants Bible study, H
6:30p Praise Team
Practice, S

25 Be In the Light

(see schedule below)
6:30p Grieving Bible
Study, 303

26

9a SEWING GROUP,
201

10a HALOS

6p Jump 4 Joy (Fall
Session), FC

27

6p Snowball Dodge-

ball

28

8a Weight Watchers,
FH

9a Palmyra Lacrosse
practice, FC

29

9:15a New Members’
Class, H

1p Volleyball practice,
FC

4:15p Bell Choir, 201
6p Financial Peace
University, 201

30

9:15a Staff Meeting, H
7p Disciple Bible
Study, 201

31

9:15a Ladies’ Bible
Study, 201

12p Running with the
Giants Bible study, H
6:30p Praise Team
Practice, S

Sunday Morning
Schedule
8am‘Sanctuary”

9:15anThe “CLICK”
10:30anThe Walk”

Be In the Light Evening Activities

9:15anChristian Education

10:40Norship Workshop, 201

5:30 Meal ($5)

6:00 Kids Choir, 301

6:30 Women's Bible Study “Son Seekers,”, H
Adult Bible Study, Chapel
Healing After Loss, 303
The Me | Want to Be/Waking the Dead, 201
Young Adults Bible Study, 204

Pioneer Clubs, FH
Youth Group 302/3
7:00 Traditional Choir Rehearsal, 301
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Things You Don’'t Want to Miss
Sunday, Jan 1 - Communion Sunday

Sunday, Jan 8 - Baptism Sunday

New Members’ Class begins, 9:15a, Heritage room
Financial Peace University Free Preview, 7p, room 201

Monday, Jan 9 - Disciple Bible Study begins, 7p, room 201

Tuesday, Jan 10 - Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study resumes, 9:15a, H
Running with Giants Group Study begins, 12 noon, H
Wednesday, Jan 11 - Most Bible Studies begin, check the Welcome Center

for additional information

Movie and More, 5p, Sanctuary - Soul Surfer

SPECIAL NOTICE

Gravel Hill UMC has recently engaged
Horizons Stewardship to help us
undertake a feasibility study to gauge the
possibility of support for some major
ministry initiatives. On January 15, you will
have the opportunity to make your voice
heard by filling out a short survey. Surveys
will be made available before and after
each service. Your thoughts will be greatly

Page 3

Sunday, Jan 15 - Financial Peace University begins, 6p, room 201
- We Are Family Night, 6p, FH and FC

Friday, Jan 27

SEE THE CHURCH CALENDAR FOR ADDITIONAL BIBLE STUDY AND

SMALL GROUP SCHEDULING

appreciated.

Praver List Please remember the following individuals with prayer, cards and visits.

y Always call before visiting to confirm that the individual would like to be visited.

Kelly Pallone Cindy Blauch Dale & Cookie Umberger Kermit & Charlotte Sipe

Bill Hinkle Earl (Jake) Deimler Greg Cassel, Sr. Dolly & John Gordon

Gary Suchy Jean Deimler Barb & Ken Parker Julia Patrick

Earl Hetrick Jim Landis Lindsay Simmers Mildred Spangler

Libby Keller Dolly & Larry Linebaugh Kelley Berman Bob Gingrich

Maude Fake and family Gerald Brown Lester & Carolyn Longenecker  Jeanne Seltzer

Kim Lehn & family Lauren Forte Gary & Judy Brown and family  Donna Wolfer

Zenith Landis Rev. Gary Nicholson Tages Hamilton

Beth Hoffman Betty & Donald Seitz Dolly & Larry Linebaugh

Carolyn and Ed Mathews Evan Kreider & family Jane Stewart

January Birthdays

1/1/1982 Christina Foutz 1/6/1975 Terry Nagle 1/14/1982 Amanda Weaber 1/24/1948 Donna Wolfer
1/1/1945 Helene Snyder 1/6/1977 Megan Ballard 1/14/1983 Frank Despot 1/24/1966 Nichole Sherman
1/1/1992 Ashley Stine 1/7/1938 Naomi Umberger 1/14/1988 Dan Houser 1/24/1920 Kathryn Robinson
1/1/1950 Robert Koch 1/7/2004 Braden Landis 1/15/1989 William Sheffy, Jr. 1/24/2001 Dylan Fausey
1/2/1937 Pauline Matthews 1/7/1997 Krissa Zohn 1/16/1954 James Fausey 1/25/1935 Doris Hetrick
1/2/1993 Damian Schell 1/7/1985 Christopher Schlegel 1/16/1949 Yvonne Bump 1/25/1925 Christine Seltzer
1/2/1995 Britanni Bishop 1/7/1986 Erika Sweigard 1/16/1954 Dale Lingle, Jr. 1/25/1957 Pat Rice
1/2/1938 Kenneth Parker 1/7/1984 Alex Buffington 1/17/1995 Sash Schaeffer 1/26/1968 Kelly Pallone
1/3/1970 Michael Peffley 1/8/1999 Jeremy Plummer 1/19/2009 Lane Lehman 1/26/1971 Jeffrey Kennedy
1/3/1972 Alissa Clements 1/10/1957 George Backenstoes Il 1/19/2000 Andrew Miller 1/28/1968 Debra Reedy
1/3/2000 Ariana Schappell 1/10/1957 Paul Wagner 1/20/2009 Phoebe Smith 1/28/1998 Payton Berry
1/3/1942 Curtis O'Brien 1/10/1961 Frank McCafferty 1/21/1952 Susan Garrison 1/29/1973 Marybeth Higgins
1/3/2003 Avery Gullett 1/10/2002 Zachary Landis 1/21/1959 Carla Janes 1/29/1991 Ashley Dottoli
1/4/1952 Terry Seltzer 1/10/2003 Zachary Grumbine 1/21/1994 Jeremiah Isner 1/29/2007 Colin Ward
1/4/1958 Karen Smith 1/10/1968 Stephen Stine 1/21/2009 Jessy Miller, Jr. 1/30/1980 Gretchen Miller
1/4/1973 Blaine Jones 1/11/1951 Gary Schlegel 1/22/1990 Alex Wagner 1/31/1966 Rodney Stamm
1/4/1982 Tiffany Rettew 1/12/1942 Jean Deimler 1/22/2005 Shane Eisenhour 1/31/1966 Christine Stamm
1/5/2002 Shane Hitz 1/13/2001 Denver Sandiford 1/23/1948 Ronald Berman 1/31/1969 Robert Bossinger

1/6/1962 Robert Gernert
1/6/1971 Jeremy Richard
1/6/1973 Scott Deaven

1/13/2004 Analiese Reitz
1/14/1955 Donald Eash
1/14/1970 Jane Cornett

1/23/1975 Nicole Krum
1/24/2004 Jordan Blauch
1/24/1993 Andrew Rossi
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Deep Thoughts

I'm sitting here listening to
Christmas Music—just immers-
ing myself in a little Reliant K
Holiday Music. As | reflect on
the year that is now mostly
behind us, | cannot help but
breath a large sigh of relief, yet
it is relief mixed with a tinge of
regret. Still so much to do...so
many more ways to improve,
expand, get involved. Is it
okay or healthy to feel this
way...to not feel totally content
even after all we, the Faith
Community of Gravel Hill, have
accomplished?

C’'mon, let’s think about this
for a minute....way back in
January of 2011, we started
our We Are Family Nights on
the last Friday of each month.
We had some GREAT times
during those WAF
nights....kickball, snowball
dodgeball, fishing and grilling,
wiffle ball with the band,
Philmont (and this year we
plan to do a bunch more family
-fun things!). We had wonder-
ful Easter and Christmas Musi-
cals. We went to Senators
and Phillies games (and we're
gonna do both again this year,
too, so mark your calendars!
June 16 will be our Father’s
Day with the Senators, and
August 4 is UM Night with the
Phillies. We're shooting for
two buses to the Phillies this
year!). We had an enormous
crowd for the Bunny Brunch in
April—and what a success it
was even with the rain!

One of our three volleyball
teams came in first place in the
PACC League, and one of our
softball teams came in 3 in
the softball League. We had
another big turn out for our
Grandparent’s Day and Veter-
an’s Luncheons. We hosted
over 1700 people for our Com-

by Tony Rose

munity Day in September and
had over 50 motorcycles for
our Charity Motorcycle Ride.
We had a great turn out for the
Caring Cupboard Walk (Thank
you, Sandy!), and although our
2" Annual Chillyfest and Chili
Cook-Off had to be cancelled
due to the freak snow storm,
our First Annual Cemetery
Ridge 5K Challenge was a
HUGE success! (Thank you,
Gene!). We raised $1700 for
the Caring Cupboard. The
Holiday Bazaar raised over
$10000 for local charities, and
our ThanksGiver Luncheon
once again helped provide
members of our community
(and some of our church fami-
ly) with a fantastic Turkey Din-
ner on Thanksgiving Day.
Gravel Hill played a huge
role in the Winterfest Event on
December 3 Bobby and Chris-
tine sounded amazing both in
the Christmas Parade and
during their annual holiday
concert, where they raised
over $2,200 for the Caring
Tree Program. Joyce and the
Kidz Choir kicked Yuletide butt
with a wonderful (and hilarious)
performance of Star of Won-
der, and we treated well over
100 people to cake and ice
cream following it to celebrate
Jesus’ Birthday. We began an
educational series called Con-
sumer Smarts Coffee Night, a
program aimed at helping peo-
ple more intelligently manage
their money and work off debt
(our next one is right around
the corner in February, and
this time we’ll be focusing on
college savings options, cou-
poning, and getting rid of clut-
ter in your closets). Speaking
of money, Rich and Bonel con-
tinue to offer the Financial
Peace seminars, and the peo-

o =)

ple who have graduated from
that program have said it is life
-changing. The Senior's Group
continues to party on!

The new Care Chain has
been able to help people who
need rides to doctors, assis-
tance with yard chores, or oth-
er things such as mucking out
basements after flooding.
People on the “Chain” have
also provided countless meals
to people who needed a simple
hand to manage their stressful
days (Thank you, Carolyn and
Sandy!).

Beth Rossi previously felt a
call upon her heart and started
her God’s Garments ministry.
And how is that going? That
ministry is now serving over
60-70 people every time it's
open!

Cheryl Heverling answered
a call she felt and started the
HALOS (Helping Adults Locate
Online Services) ministry, a
computer ministry that meets
the 2" and 4" Thursday of
every month in Holy Grounds.
Her goal is to help people who
must use the internet (to do
things like apply for jobs or fill
out applications for services)
but don’t know how.

Be In the Light continues to
be a success, especially in
pulling people into Christian-
focused studies and Bible
studies, and our Scrapbookers
and Sketchers continue to
meet monthly!

As | look ahead to January
2012, | only see more and
more opportunities to grow and
expand spiritually! Let’s help
others! Let’s get out there and
invite people to this church. Fill
the seats! Plant the seeds!
Get involved! So, yes, while
I’'m content with all we've ac-
complished this year (and |

THE BEACON

apologize ‘cause | know | didn’t
mention everything!), can we
truly continue to grow in our
faith if we’re content to “settle”
for what we've already sone?
Why “settle”? It's such a crum-
my word, anyway!

So as | look to the new
year, here are some exciting
new ideas we’re working on ...
Y  When I finally finish the
grant I'm working on, let’s
REALLY get serious about
getting that off-site Wor-
ship Center, okay?

A new Devotions Group:
Golfers!!!

Another Disciple study
More variety in our Sum-
mer Bible Study opportuni-
ties

A Men’s Study Group

A Cancer Survivors Group

Let’s get serious about our
missions work!

| heard that someone
wants to start a New
Year's Eve Mad Dash Mile
down Main Street????
Hmmmmm...

What else do you want to

accomplish? What should
we do? Dream Big God’s
Kingdom!!

< =<

< < =< =<

Let me
Thou

c 0ome
pe
pi

t

a @

"How
t he
t he
er s
doesn'
beak.

May 2012 bring you health,
peace, happiness, and
deepening Faith!

Nativity Pieces

If your child received broken or duplicate Nativity pieces, please
see Shauna Dowdrick for a replacement/correction, call her at
838-4721 x115, or e-mail her at shauna@gravelhillumc.com
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Inclement Weather Policy

also call the church for a recorded message at 838-4721.

scheduled to be closed.

For Sunday Worship: Please watch TV Channels 21 or 27, or listen to Radio Stations WLBR 1270AM or WJTL 90.3FM. You may

For Wednesday evening Be In the Light: If there is a 2-hour delay, early school dismissal, or closing of the Palmyra schools, there
will be no BITL meal, no babysitting, no youth group, no pioneer clubs, no Kidz choir and no adult choir. The front doors will be

For Bible Studies and Small Groups: Class leaders should decide if they want to meet at their scheduled times. Class leaders will
contact all class participants (it would be good if classes have a call chain in place). If you do not hear from your class leader,
please call them. The church office will probably not know which individual classes will be meeting. If groups decide to meet, all
participants should come with their key fobs to gain access to the church.

Last year we had 3-4 Wednesday evening weather issues, so plan ahead!

January Sermon Series:

Jan 1:
Jan 8:
Jan 15:
Jan 22:
=y Jan 20:
. Feb: 5:

“The Problem of Sin”

“The Problem of Religion”
“The Problem of Suffering”
“The Problem of Forgiveness”
“The Problem of Discipleship”
“The Problem of Jesus”

Back to the Basics 2

Financial Peace University

- “,,, mmm "} GET ON THE ROAD...
myan TO FINANCIAL PEACE
Find out what it's all about at the
Fr ee P ofdave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University on
January 8, 6pm, in room 201

Sign up at the Welcome Center.
Classes start January 15
For more information, call Rich or Bonel Borelli at 838-3533

AiLive |ike no one
so you can live like no

Jump for Joy Christian Fitness

The 11-week winter session of Jump for Joy Christian Fit-
ness will start Friday, January 13. Classes are held on
Mondays and Fridays at 9:15 am in Gravel Hill's Family
Center. Ladies of all fitness levels are welcome. Bring a
soccer size ball, mat, arm weights (opt.), water bottle and
your sense of humor. Kathy Pyle is the instructor.

The "Strong Faith, Strong Body" class will start on
Wednesday, January 11 and be held on Wednesdays at
9:30am in the Family Center. Some of the routines in this
class use free weights and balls and are done sitting in or
standing next to a chair. Joy Morgan is the instructor.

For more information about either class, call 312-1033
or visit the webite: http://home.comcast.net/
~jumpforjoy.

Attention Acolyte Wanna-Be's

If you or someone you know, ages 8-12,
would like to serve as an acolyte for the 8am
traditional worship service, please call the
church office at 838-4721.

This is a great opportunity for young people
to participate in worship.

Galatians 4:4-7
Ephesians 3:1-12
Job 2:1-9

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Luke 28:16-20

John 2:13-20

New Members Class

A New Members Class will begin on Sunday morning,
January 8, and run through January 29. If you are
interested in making a commitment and becoming a
member of the Gravel Hill family, please sign up at the Welcome
Center. For more information, check the
sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center or contact
Tony Rose, Lay Mobilizer, at 838-4721.

Love In A Box

se today

Matthew 25: 4@ g.ayst “DSrnyGh asyQu dhave done it unto the
least of these you have done it unto me.”

Share you love for the Lord by giving to those in need in the
Middle East. Check the missions bulletin board for items
you can give (new or gently used, please).

Any questions, please contact Ken or Shirley Keefer at
838-2820.

Thanks to All of You

Thank you so much, everyone, for giving us a wonderful Christmas
gift this year. Your thoughtfulness and care are a blessing to us,
and we thank the Lord that we are able to serve the Kingdom of
God here at Gravel Hill UMC.

Thank you, and may God continue to bless you and the ministry of
Gravel Hill.

Rev. Doug Smith, Karen Smith, and Rev. Lynn Hackman
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Jesus’ Birthday Party Thanks

Thank you to the following people for help-
ing all of us do the best we could for our musi-
cal in celebration of Jesus’ Birthday:

Mr. and Mrs. (Judy and Jeff) Kennedy & Mr.
and Mrs. (Dale and Vicki) Lingle and families
for our absolutely amazing set. It looked like
we were actually in the heavens! Thanks,
Mrs. Kennedy, for being the team leader and
chief designer for our program. Thank you, Breckert's Industires,
for our glow in the dark, super cool tee shirts. We loved wearing
them and we all appreciate your kindness and generosity. Thank
you, Mr. and Mrs. (Jay and Dottie) Jurell for allowing us to borrow
the manger scene again this year, and for delivering and removing
it. As always - you guys are a class act! And to our directors and
parents for helping us learn our songs and our lines and for always
supporting us. We love you!

Thanks again, The Kidz Choir

Thank you for “Everything Glorious”

+ : Hello,

| attended your church for the first
time today, Sunday, December 18. |
chose to come today because of a
postcard | received that mentioned
your Christmas musical. | had been
intending to try your church for some
time but this Christmas musical gave
me the incentive to come. And I'm so glad | did. The music
was wonderful and what | needed and wanted to hear. The
service reminded me of the church | grew up in and attended
until | moved to this area, which | have missed. Thank you for
reminding me of home and spreading the Christmas spirit
today.

everything

GLORIOUS

—

ey Chlistmas

Sincerely,
Jessica Muchoney

Thank You

Thank you to all who made the musical
celebrations of Christ's birth a success this year!

| want to thank the praise team for all their hard work, the adult
and kidz choirs for the weeks of preparation and extra practic-
es, the bell choir for their time and
offerings during Advent and on Christmas Eve, Bobby Gernert
and Christine Hepler for their traditional
Christmas concert, and last but not least, thank you to the
people that keep everything running behind the scenes, not
only at Christmas but all year long.

You have all been a real pleasure to work with. Without all
of you the wonderful musical programs of Gravel Hill
would not be possible. Thanks again!

Joyce

THE BEACON

A Movie and More...

The first Sunday evening of every month, come on out to
; “A Movie and More...”,
a time for devotions followed by a movie.

This month’s movie:
Soul Surfer

Everyone is invited!

Pioneer Club ‘&

Pioneer Club January Schedule PIONEER CLUBS
Jan 4 Unit 3, Lesson 3 - Accepting God's Love
Jan 11 Unit 3, Lesson4 - God Helps Us

GAME NIGHT, wear your sneakers
AWARD NIGHT

Jan 18 Unit4, Lesson 1 - Made by God
BRING A FRIEND NIGHT

Jan 25 Unit4, Lesson 2 - Jesus Loves Me

PC kids participate in a Christmas mission project

Pastor’s Pen...continued from page 1

But the most important future story in the Bible is the story that
began with a child in Bethlehem and culminated with the savior on a
cross. For this story reminds us that our future is secure no matter how
bad things might get. Our future is not here - it is in heaven with the
Lord of Life! As such, we are Kingdom people. We are to live and love
and forgive as Kingdom people. It is our duty, our opportunity, to lay the
foundation for that future reality each and every day. Otherwise we are
simply part of the current problem rather than part of a heavenly solu-
tion.

What future story are you rehearsing? Does that story really
include God and God’s hope for the future? Does that future story in-
clude Christ and His Church? Or have you left Christ's bride out of the
picture? Your deep hope for the Church, and your place in it, is a great
beginning point for a new and powerful future story. How will you lay
the ground work for that new future in the ensuing year?

Rev. Douglas E. Smi
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Extravagant Worship

This month's Extravagant Worshipers
are the members of the adult choir.
Although | usually pick a family, | thought
it only fair that after all their long, hard
work during the Christmas season, this
group should get some props. So here
we go!

| chose the choir for several rea-
sons. The most important one being that
they are ALWAYS ready and willing to
praise God. For some people the ability
to worship depends on the weather, or
the song selection that day, or a host of
other things that hold us back from prais-
ing the Lord, but that is not the case for

the choir. These folks genuinely love to

sing songs of adoration to Christ, no mat-

ter what! You can always find this group

on Wednesday nights in the choir room

from 6:45 - 7:45pm, practicing, praying

for one another, and enjoying the music

of the church. It has been my pleasure to

work with them each week, laugh with

them and sing with them for God's glory.
If you want to

give God glory and like being around

fun people, might

| suggest joining

the choir and singing for joy each and

every week?

Dear Congregation:

During the month of November, we all
shared the things for which we give
thanks to God on the “Bulletin Board of
Thanksgiving.” It was both amazing and

Bulletin Board of Thanksgiving

beautiful because we all shared our
thoughts with the entire church family.

In January, following the very rigorous
Fall and Christmas seasons, we would

once again like to designate the same

bulletin board as a “Bulletin Board of

Thanksgiving,” and would encourage

everyone to think about what they would
like to say to the various volunteer groups

of the church that made 2011, from Janu-
ary through December, a wonderful year
of celebration in Christ.

If a particular area of volunteerism has

touched you deeply, let them and the
church know by way of cards or notes to
that particular team. Some ideas for are-
as of appreciation would be to the bell

Thanks to all the members of the choir!
For all they sacrifice and do, they are this
month’s “Extravagant Worshippers.”

Joyce Lochinger
Worship Leader

choir, adult choir, kidz choir, sacred danc-
ers, praise team, ushers, the acolytes,
the video ministry, the decorating team,
the video delivery team, lay leaders,
readers, greeters, nursery helpers, the
Care Chain...you get the idea. Send
your letters of appreciation or greetings to
the church office. The staff will ensure
that the volunteers receive your thankful-
ness, and we will post them on the board
near the Welcome Center for everyone to
read.

We would like to thank Dave Sattazahn,
who, because of his deep appreciation for
volunteerism at Gravel Hill, offered this
suggestion.

Thank you

during my back surgery and recovery.

grateful!).

prayer, love and humor!

In Christian love and gratitude,

Barb & Ken Parker

Thanks to all of you for your prayers, cards, calls & visits

Also, a big thank you to the wonderful ladies that
provided and delivered delicious meals the
first two weeks of my recovery. (Ken was so VERY

Last, but not least, thank you to Pastor Smith and
Pastor Lynn for their visits of prayer and concern,
not to forget Pastor Lynn's willingness to "try" and
teach me "relaxation techniques”, of which | failed
miserably, and still she continued visits filled with

God’s Garments

Next God’'s Garments

Saturday, February 4, from 10am—2pm

God's Garments is open the first Saturday of every other month.
Clothing is sorted the Thursday before each “session,” at 6pm in
Fellowship Hall. Beth Rossi would love to get some help sorting
clothes on Thursday, February 2, from 6-9pm, and then again to set
up on Saturday, February 4.

If you can help, please contact Beth Rossi at 838-9037, the church
office at 838-4721, or Tony Rose at 838-4721 as soon as possible.
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% Parish Nursing Notes by Pastor Lynn Hackman

We've all asked the question and heard the response on Sunday mornings, “Where
are your kids today?” “They’re at home. They just don’t want to come to church.”
Many of us shrug it off and don’t consider this a big deal. But in reality, it can be a very
bid deal. You see, God doesn’t just walk in and lay huge, successful ministries upon
us. God usually starts with baby steps, little things that nurture and grow us, just like a
mustard seed. These little commitments show God how determined we are and where
our hearts lie.

Take Ken and Shirley Keefer, for example. They have a vibrant, growing ministry.
They move forward to fulfill their calling to their ministry with courage and decisiveness
while the rest of us sit and watch them with awe and envy, wondering how they did it.
Shirley will tell you it's because they are open to the movement of the Holy Spirit, who
has a disturbing way of surprising you every once in a while. But she’ll also tell you it
didn’t happen over night. “The first thing | did to get involved in church was to teach
Bible school when | was 14. | felt God was calling me to teach, so | did.” Ken'’s first experience was neither glamorous or exciting.
“l set up chairs at the Full Gospel Mission, but at least | was dependable.” Baby steps. Small and simple. God was just beginning
to use them.

T K

Both Ken and Shirley remained open to God’s “still small voice,” and their desire to serve Him remained alive, so God continued to
present opportunities to them. When they succeeded at those ministries, he gave them more. It got to the point where both were
traveling around the Eastern Seaboard, speaking to groups of Christians. The only problem was that their ministries were sepa-
rate. Shirley thought it would have been nice to be able to work together, but both were kept extremely busy by their schedules.
Shirley is adamant that she was not looking for any additional ministries. But sometimes if you don'’t seek, you'll find anyway. God
sometimes works like that.

About 15 years ago, The Keefer’s were asked if they had room to put up a missionary who
was in the area. They figured, “Why not?” And after he left, another came, and then anoth-
er. It wasn’t long before the Keefer’'s house became the “Motel de Foreign Missionary” A
few years later a missionary from Liberia showed up. So, as usual, Ken and Shirley opened
their home to him. But God had something else in mind. They had stuff in their garage that
they’d collected over the years, just like we all do. They had sifted through it and found that,
perhaps, the best thing to do with it was to send it all to the local landfill. Claudius Deah,

¢ their missionary acquaintance and new roomie from Liberia, had some other ideas. “Don’t

| throw that stuff away,” he said. “My people can use it.” So they started collecting until their
| entire two car garage was filled.

Today, their first overseas shipment couldn’t have happened, but 12 years ago the laws for
shipping were less stringent. So, among other things, they shipped a car, a truck, paint, and
a bed room suit. Ken scavenged an entire shipment of military pants in Maryland that were made too small for the troops. They
took it all to Christian Missionary Technical Services in Burnville and sent 2 containers on their way to Liberia.

Once the first shipment was complete, they found they had a knack for collecting usable items for others. It was interesting. It was
fulfilling. And it was God’s work. Word got out and their new ministry began to grow.

Over the years, the Keefer’s have shipped filing cabinets, crutches and walkers, stuffed animals, knitted afghan squares, Bibles,
mosquito netting, personal hygiene items, baby caps, coffee cups, shoes, books, clothing, furniture, choir gown, backpacks and
everything in between. They've shipped to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, Liberia, Israel, Ukraine, Sierra Leo-
ne, Nepal, India, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, and everything in between there, too, for individuals, families, medical clinics, free librar-
ies, schools, churches and mission groups. Various churches and businesses in the local area have stepped up to assist their
ministry, including Gravel Hill UMC and Blue Mountain Ministries. Their ministry has touched many lives and they have seen mira-
cles happen. Really. Literally. Just ask and they'll tell you one story, two stories, or ten, all witnessing to the movement of God
and the power of the Holy Spirit in “real time,” not just as an ancient Bible story. “God still speaks,” says Shirley.

A school in Lebanon heard about the Keefer's ministry. Ken and Shirley told them that school
children in Liberia sit on rocks at their schools and they showed them pictures. That particular
school had chairs and desks that were no longer being used, so before they knew it, chairs and
desks were shipped to schools in Liberia as well as to a poor church in Philadelphia that was start- %
ed by Claudius’ wife, Ruth.

About two years ago, Lester Longenecker, who had two bicycles he no longer wanted, convinced
Ken and Shirley to start gathering bikes. In the last few years they figure they’'ve delivered be-
tween 70-80 bikes to Harrisburg for refurbishing and distribution to both local and foreign mis-
sions. They probably delivered between 25-30 last year alone. “We have help from people at
Gravel Hill,” Shirley said with a mischievous grin. “We're regularly given bikes, backpacks
toothbrushes and scarves, to name just a few things. We know who they are and we're so thankful for what they do, but
most want to remain nameless.”

(continued on page 11)
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HALOS Ministry

Need help accessing information on-line? Want to apply for
a job or update information, but don’t know how to do it on-

line, or because you don'’t have a computer? If you or any-

one you know needs help, come to HALOS (Helping Adults

Locate Online Services) on the second and fourth Thursday
of each month. Check the Church schedule for times.

If you need help, just come on in!

A Message from Partners in Missions

In September 2004, concerned members of Gravel Hill started
a group called “Partners in Missions. This group was started to
help local families and individuals in need, and it eventually
assumed the responsibilities of the Missions Group as well.

Since 2004, Partners in Missions has helped numerous people,
families and organizations. For example, we've provided food,
clothing, medical necessities, medications, monies for rent and
utilities, gift cards, gas cards, and Thanksgiving meals to those
in need. We've also donated items to two food banks.

| urge you to think about this...because without the help and
generosity of the members of Gravel Hill, Partners in Missions
would not and could not exist to help others. Here are some
figures:

9 Since we started the “Save a Tape” program with
Redner’s, we have collected $124,464 (with an
additional interest of $1,244)

I For 2011, we've made $46 from the collection of
aluminum cans

1 Through donations from the congregation, we've
received $2,977

1  Sofor 2011, our grand total comes to the sum of
$4,269

This is not an insignificant amount, and we have been able to
do the work of the Lord with it. So from the Missions group, we
would like to take this time to thank you from the bottoms of our
Hearts for the job this congregation is doing to help those who
are less fortunate and in need in our local community. Your
generosity does make a difference.

May God Bless each and every one of you - just continue to
follow your heart!

Tom Brazell, Chair
Partners in Missions
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Attention All Sunday Education
Classes

In February 2012, Gravel Hill will once again be providing
worship for the individuals of the Palmyra Nursing Home each
Sunday of the month. Please discuss in your classes which
Sunday you would like to provide worship and what you would
like to do.

Be creative and Get involved!

Share your love of God with those who cannot get out and
attend worship at church! Services are at 2pm and should be
at least 30 minutes but no longer than 40 minutes. Hymn
books are available at the home.

Call Karen in the office at 838-4721 to reserve your date!

Sign up to get the Newsletter

via E-mail!

Simply hand in your name and e-
mail address at the office. It's Easy!

Education Station

Christian Education and Sunday School

Sunday school times are 9:10-10:10. Please do not drop off your
child prior to 9:00. Please do not leave them in the room if the teach-
er has not arrived yet. This is for the safety of your child, which is of
the utmost importance to Gravel Hill

New Education Discipline Procedures in effect
beginning November 20

Gravel Hill Youth Sunday School Discipline Procedures

The following steps will be taken by the Sunday school teacher pre-
sent during the Sunday school hour. They will be used for any child
who becomes disruptive, either verbally or physically, and will be
used at the discretion of the teacher. These procedures are intended
to be used during any single Sunday school hour or education ses-
sion, not on a rolling or cumulative basis.

First Offense - The child will be asked to stop the behavior.

Second Offense - The child will be reminded that they have previ-
ously been asked to stop the behavior and placed in time out for the
number of minutes corresponding to their age.

Third Offense - After being reminded they have been spoken to
twice and placed in time out for their behavior, the child will be placed
in a second time out. The teacher will also explain to the child that
their behavior will be discussed with their parent(s) when class is
over.

Fourth Offense - The child will be removed from class and taken
to their parent(s) at the designated location listed on the “Sunday
school information form,” or the parent will be called on their
cell phone and asked to come pick up their child.
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Kidz Choir News

Upcoming Schedule for 2020120, and other important dates to remember:

Our Sundays for singing are:
We will be singing in worship every third
Sunday of the month

Kidz Choir practices from 6-6:30pm every Wednesday evening (unless otherwise noted below)
in the Choir Room.

Wednesday, January 4 — Wednesday, February 15 practice

Wednesday, February 22 - NO PRACTICE (Ash Wednesday Service)

Wednesday, February 29 — March 25 practice

Wednesday, April 4 - NO PRACTICE (Holy Week)

Wednesday, April 11 — May 30 — practice

Wednesday, June 6 - Final Practice for Kidz Sunday and VBS Kick off

June 10 - Kidz Sunday and VBS Kickoff - the children will lead worship in all three services
and prepare for a week of vacation Bible school

Sunday, January 15

Sunday, February 19

Sunday, March 18

Sunday, April 15

Sunday, May 20

Sunday, June 10 (Kidz Sunday and
VBS Kick off)

We will have several Saturday practices for
Jesus Birthday Party and extended practices
for musical rehearsals and Kidz Sunday and
VBS Kick off (see below)

Dates are subject to change, so thanks for your understanding.
If you are interested in joining Kidz Choir or have any questions, please email me at

joyce@gravelhillume.org or call me at the church 838-2629, ext 121

Joyce Lochinger

Book Reviews

Listed below are three book
reviews from the church library,
is located in the Heritage Room
on the lower level. One review
is from the children's section,
one is from the teen's section
and one is from the adult sec-
tion of the library.

Let's Explore God’s World

by Debby Anderson

Not only has God given us
backyards, beaches, cities,
mountains, and rainforests to
explore, but he’s given us five
senses to enjoy them with!
What’s more, he’s offered each
of us an important part in car-
ing for this creation. This play-
ful picture book brings it all
together with earth-friendly tips

derful planet not only reveals
something new to celebrate

each time your kids open the
cover, but it encourages
youngsters to have a blast ex-
ploring and protecting our
earthly home.

Make College Count

by Derek Melleby

There’s more to college than
classes, credits, and nonstop
social life. It's more than get-
ting a degree to improve your
job prospects. College is a time
where you develop into the
person you will be for the rest
of your life. Ma k e
C o u will help you make the
most of your time in college. It
encourages you to ask the big
question like...Why am | go-
ing? What kind of person do |

Personal God

by Tim Stafford

What do you mean when you
say you've got a “personal rela-
tionship with God”? Have you
thought through the implica-
tions of that statement? We've
heard it repeated so often that
for many of us, it has become
just another Christian buzz
phrase. But stop and think...A
p e r s celatonship...with

G OI? Really? Personal, how?
How personal is it for you? Can

Col | & iréite human being really

have a personal relationship
with a Being who stands out-
side the universe and inside
the atom, who covers the earth
with living things, and touches

searching honesty, Tim Staf-

ford invites you to consider
what it means to have a truly
personal relationship with God.
Looking at it from different an-
gles, Stafford helps you redis-
cover the impact and reclaim
the depth, awe, and wonder of
what that relationship can be.
It’s far more than a pious prop-
osition—it’s a vibrant promise,
the crown jewel of our faith,
and pursuing it is a journey that
will change you in ways you
can’t imagine.

NOTE: Please be considerate
of others and return the items
that you borrow within 4 weeks.
Thank you for your coopera-
tion.

and “green” ideas for kids of want to be? With whom will | thg human heart .Wi.th life? Is Happy Re a ding . f
i ; : this just a pious fiction,orcan Church Li brari a

varying ages. It’'s energetic surround myself? What do | ’ c bell Mi h
romp across God’s wide, won-  believe? we really know and be known ampbe-’ !, lche
’ bythisGod,per sonNth | y2n Ault, and J

Just So You Know...

To counter corn syrup’s bad rap, food marketers are touting fancy soft drinks and snack foods made with “real cane sugar”. But
are they any better than their shelf-mates? No, says Christine Gerbstadt, MD, a spokesperson for the American Dietetic Associa-
tion. “Extensive research shows there’s no difference among the common sweeteners when it comes to increasing
obesity, hunger, or metabolic syndrome (obesity + high cholesterol + high blood sugar) she says. So limit those sweet
treats no matter what gives them a sugary kick.

Studies at Miami University in Ohio found that in addition to being more fit, pet owners had higher self-esteem and were less
fearful and preoccupied — qualities linked to better health habits and longer life. Nor did they fit the stereotypes of the isolated cat
lady or wacky dog mom. “People who were close to their pets were also closer to their friends and relatives,” stated lead re-
searcher, Allen R. McConnell, Ph.D. “Plus, they got the most benéfit if they saw human-like qualities in their pets.”
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Gravel Hill Youth

Welcome to 2012! For the youth, our focus this year is SHARE. As we dive deeper into mission opportunities this year, we will
be forming relationships through the gifts of our service, time, words, and hearts. Through this sharing, most of us are going to be
receiving greater gifts than we may imagine.

Tim Pankake shared a story, entitled The Stranger in Our House, that | would like to share with you:

What messages are being shared with you each day? How do these messages impact you? And what messages are you sharing
with others each day?

Dates to Remember...

Sunday, January 1 at 5pm - Mo v i e a might felduring Soul Surfer

Wednesdays, January 4, 11, 18, & 25 at 6:30pm - Youth Group beginning series: Eat, Think, and Be Active

Sunday, January 15 at 5pm - Gretna Glen Youth Night

Favorite Bi bl GandWemoss €halimga forithe Youth!)
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” - Genesis 1:1
Shared by Ralph Watts from the Misfits (group led by Pam Foreman)

If you have questions,
please contact Katie Landis at katie@gravelhillumc.com

Parish Nursing Notes...continued from page 8

Ken, the quieter partner, sometimes gets a little less credit because he’s a little less vocal. But he works just as hard, or at
times, even harder, because having that sole Y-chromosome means he gets stuck with the heavy lifting. He’s the fix-it guy.
When their ministry outgrew their garage, the Keefer’s began using a large warehouse in Lebanon to house their mission sup-
plies. “It can get pretty full down there. Right now there are a few holes in the roof so we have buckets spread around the
floor.” commented Ken. “Since I'm a roofer, | suppose | should get on it, but it just seems like | don’t have enough time.”

Small wonder they don’t have enough time. Though retired, Ken and Shirley keep themselves busy doing what they can for

others. With collecting, shipping and hosting missionaries, their lives are never dull. They do get occasional help. Tony Rose
and his family has assisted in packing boxes, as has Katie Landis and the youth group. Various churches call to find when they
can come and help, and church youth groups seem to enjoy helping out.

Over the years Ken and Shirley have constructed a loosely structured network through which they work, including Blue
Mountain Ministries and Advancing Native Missions, their current shipping company. It doesn’t appear that they will be

(continued on page 12)

A few years after | was born, my Dad met a stranger who wphs n
with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to |ive |witht
from then on.

As | grew up, | never questioned his place in my family. n m
mentary instructors: Mom t aught me good from evil, and Dad |t aucg
would keep us spellbound for hours on drnd lwiwtamtaedv ¢ ot kmesy, amwydt
history or science, he always knew the answers about theupdst,
He took my family to their first major | eague ball game. kHg maoc
ing, but Dad didn't seem to mind.

Someti mes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us Wwere
would go to the kitchlenwdmdempermnacw iafndshlaietver prayed for t hle st

Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictiongxalnpt t
ple, was not al-dnowed riorm awr, mame friends or any visitorme Af t e
more daring however, anldetetveern woortd sa wwahyatwilt thr feodirmy ear s and| mad
bl ush My Dad didn't permit the |iberal wuse of alcoholi paet jtelse
l ook cool , cigars manly, and pipes distinguished. He t alltklead- f r e
tant, sometimes suggestive, and generally embarrassing.

Il now know that my early concepts about relationships wehe in
values of my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked... And NEVHR as

More than fifty years have passed since the stranger mbasdi in
nating as heStwalsl ,ati ff iyrosut .coul d walk into my parents'ordcdenm,Kh t|owday
ing for someone to |isten to him talk and watch him draw hi|ls pi
His name?....we just call him ATV. 0 ThHe rhas ra twicfhel hngoiw.sd.ewcge [ cla |
child,” "I Pod.
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Be In the Light - Every Wednesday Night starting at 5:30pm

Come on out for dinner at 5:30pm and spend some time with you brothers and sisters in Christ. Sign up at the Welcome Center!
$5 per person.
$15 per family
New Bible studies will be starting this month. Check the Welcome Center for the most up-to-date information. Some of them are listed below.
If you have any questions or are interested in leading a small group study, please contact Tony Rose at 838-4721 or tony@gravelhillumc.org.

ARE YOU BEING CALLED?
Has God been pulling at your heartstrings to be bolder in your Faith? Does God want you to lead? Do you feel yourself being pushed to lead a
small group or Bible study? If so, please call Tony at 838-4721, ext. 122 to discuss opportunities.

The Me | Want to Be and
Waking the Dead
Back to back small group studies that will
challenge

RUNNING WITH GIANTS
A Tuesday Lunch Hour Small Group Study
Led by Cyndi Coakley

Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study
A Monday Evening Small Group Study
Led by Jim Fausey

OHN C
AL | So many others have run the N _ |
3 ) Disciple aims at transformation you in your
race of life before us. They now S h
; of the person, not just infor- faith walk!
RUNNING cheer us on. If we look to their T T ! 5
GirnTs stories we can learn valuable FECOMING I mation; it calls on persons to W p |
; ; THROUGH I submit themselves to the Power AKING the DA Dy
lessons for leading our lives BIBLE STUDY

OHN ELDREDGE

of the Living God; it invites us to
know God better through the
study of his word. All people know some-

well. From Noah to Abraham,
we can learn one important lesson from sever-

al heroes that you can carry on to encourage
yourself and others. Come learn what these
Old Testament Heroes Want You to Know
About Life and Leadership in John C. Max-

thing is amiss with their existance and yearn
to hear God. Disciple invites you to bring
your own experiences and struggles to scrip-

Are you growing spiritually?

Join the Roses and the Kennedys on

ture, to better understand how we can act

; ! Wednesday evenings beginning January 11,
and be when enlightened by scripture.

from 6:30-8pm in room 201.
Questions?
Contact Tony at tony@gravelhillumc.com or
call 838-4721, ext. 122

=

Dave Mailander

well's Running with the Giants.

Join us for a Different Lunch Hour experience -
come any time . . . don't worry if you can't be
there right at noon. Tuesdays in the Heritage
room.

Join Jim Fausey Mondays at 7pm in room
201 for a life-changing study of God’s word.

In Home Communion Training

The following individuals have
already signed up to provide
communion to the homebound.

“Education and Training” for offering Communion to the
Homebound will occur Thursday, January 12, at 7pm in room 201.

If you previously signed up, please plan to attend.
Please make plans to attend!
If you are interested in offering communion to those who cannot at-

tend church, please come and find out what it’s all about. Justin Ballard

Attending this session does not obligate you to participate, so if you Deb Bennetch Frank Miller

are interested or just want to find out more, please come! Contact Kim Brugger Chris Moyer

Lynn Hackman at pastorlynn@gravelhillumc.com, or call Stephanie Butler Janice Orehek

838-4721 and leave a message. Linda Eyer Tony Rose
Jim Foutz Ken Royer

All information, liturgy and pre-written prayers (if you choose to use Jeff Fridel Carole and Bob Shearer
Robin Gruber Terri Smith

them) will be provided at that time so we can review and

discuss them. Tara Wampler

Ken and Shirley Keefer

Parish Nursing Notes...continued from page 11

reigning in their ministry any time soon. As a matter of fact, it still appears to be growing. They both agree, “Every time you turn
around you're told of someone else, somewhere else, that needs something. If we can help, we're going to.”

Shirley and Ken'’s ministry didn'’t just drop out of the air or happen overnight, though it might sound like it. Shirley said, “We both
started when we were young and neither one of us were doing things that were that exciting. But God took us and grew us, giving
us more to do little by little, and we continued to step out in faith. It's taken a lot of energy and hard work, but the rewards cannot
be measured by human standards. It's become a passion.” Ken adds, “An object at rest tends to stay at rest and an object in
motion tends to stay in motion. Do something for the Lord, anything, but don’t just sit there.”

If you would like to assist Ken and Shirley Keefer in their ministry, please contact them at 838-2820. And while you're
at it, check the missions bulletin board—Love in a Box is an outgrowth of their current ministry.




The following from Terry Baker pro-
vides information pertaining to Novem-
ber. We received this in mid-
December. The information has been
edited for length.)

The Caring Cupboard is currently
helping to feed approximately 1517
people—949 adults 568 children. We
averaged 134.5 per week. Our biggest
day was Wednesday, followed by
Monday, and finally Friday. Our single
biggest day was 84 on Monday the
21st, followed by 82 on Wednesday
the 16th. We estimate that we are
serving 200 different families a Month.

In November, our revenue was
$16,321, received from 59 different
donors. The largest donation, $6,201,
came from the Walk for the Caring
Cupboard. Expenditures totaled
$5,011.84, and went mostly for perish-
ables (chicken, turkey burger, hot
dogs, fresh vegetables, fresh fruits,
milk, eggs, and bread). We did receive
a grant of $1000 to buy turkeys, chick-
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The Caring Cupboard

en roasters and stuffed chicken
breasts.

Our product donations were almost
overwhelming. Businesses donated
7960.25 Ibs., churches 9809.25
(harvest home Sundays and Thanks-
giving Meal donations account for
much of this), organizations 21,376.77
Ibs. (the BSA drive was 12,600 and a
Wal Mart grant through the Central
Penn Food Bank of potatoes and
apples was just under 5,000 Ibs., and
finally individuals 2837.6 Ibs. (much of
this for this was in turkeys, roasters,
hams, and Thanksgiving fixings). This
came to a total of 41,983.87 Ibs.
(20.99 tons). Both the money and the
product will help sustain us through
next year.

How do these donations compare to
last year? To be honest, monetarily
we are running behind last year by
about $6,000, but we are way ahead
in product donations. Donations tend
to be dry products, which are often
more expensive, so this means that |

have had to buy less non-perishable
products.

The Caring Cupboard is very fortunate
to have over 80 volunteers. We oper-
ate two shifts of volunteers checking
and helping the families with their
shopping, with teams that do in-taking,
weighing, sorting, storing and stack-
ing. We use three preparation teams
and have additional helpers working
with Judy. Community service volun-
teers from high school, middle school,
colleges and elsewhere help periodi-
cally.

Our last day of operation for the year
will be the December 21, because we
will need time to defrost freezers,
clean refrigerators, sort more product,
etc., before we reopen on January 2.

The communities of Western Lebanon
County and elsewhere are keeping
our operation in full swing. Keep up
the good work and rest assured that
whatever you send us will be used.
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DROP OFF HOURS:

MONDAY 9-11 AND 3-0
WEDNESDAY 9-12 AND
5:30-7:00
FRIDAY 12-2

NEEDS:

Pasta Sauce

Juice

Canned fruits

Apple sauce

Canned tuna

Cereal

Hamburger Helper

Canned meats

Paper Supplies, especially

paper towels, bath tissue,

and face tissues

0. Personal care items, espe-
cially soap, deodorant and
shampoo

11. Laundry and dish detergents

©oNoORwWN =
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The US Postal Service has made changes to the bulk mailing process. The result of this decision will require additional time and expense for
those who prepare and mail the newsletter. Due to this action on the part of the Postal service, changes will be made as to how you receive your

newsletter, starting next year.

1. Worship attenders: Newsletters will be handed out at all three worship services close to the beginning of each month as possible.
9 Please designate one person in your family to receive the newsletter so, like the mailings, each family will receive only one copy to

NEWSLETTER CHANGES STARTING JANUARY 1, 2012

share and there will be enough for all families

2. Receiving videos: If you have a worship video delivered to you, you will receive the newsletter with your video

3. House-bound members: If you cannot attend worship due to health reasons and you do not receive a video, the newsletter will continue to
be mailed to you. If delivery of your newsletter ceases and you wish to continue receiving it, notify the church office at (717) 838-4721.

4.  For those who miss worship: A copy of the newsletter can be picked up at the welcome center when you have an opportunity to stop by the

church.

5. Out of Area members: If you wish to continue receiving the newsletter, please notify the office at (717) 838-4721. If you are mailed a video,
the newsletter will be included.

6. E-Mailed Beacon: You will continue to receive your newsletter via the internet. You will no longer receive an attached copy, but will receive a
link to an online copy. If you have e-mail and have not received a test message or an e-mail from the church, please e-mail you address to

pastorlynn@gravelhillumc.com so she can update the database.

6. All e-mail addresses have been taken from the church database and placed into a mail program. Embedded in these e-mails are options
such as opting out of church e-mails (including The Beacon), and responding to e-mails. Please feel free to use these options. .

If you would like to receive your copy of The Beacon via e-mail starting in January,
please send a request to pastorlynn@gravelhillumc.com.

The Beacon can also be found on our Web site at gravelhillumc.com
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EXCITING NEWD from the PRAISE TEAM

The Gravel Hill Praise Team is going to create a new CD of worship songs for Spring 2012.
| Please give us you top favorite praise songs from worship. The most requested will make the CD. Please |
f|II out the form below, cut it out and place it in Joyce Lochinger’s mailbox by the elevators. You can also e-
mail song choices to joyce@gravelhillumc.org, or !
call 838-4721 ext. 121 and leave your requests on Joyce’s voice mail.

ld like to have these songs on Gravel Hill Praise Team Worship Songs CD:




