
 
The Pastorõs Pen       

 

 

To Learn, Live and Share Jesus Christ  

     Iôve fielded a few questions over the past week or two about the survey we were asked to take before and after the worship ser-
vices two weeks ago.  Perhaps ñfieldedò is not the right wordémaybe ñfumbledò would be more appropriate, or ñjuggled,ò or simply 
ñlistened.ò  You see, I know some basics about what the Finance Team is hoping to achieve for us, but not all the details.  I do know 
that Iôve heard comments all across the board concerning where Gravel Hill might be headed and how we are going to get there.   
     It reminds me a little of what the staff is currently experiencing.  Over the last few weeks the staff has been excitedly talking about 
a little ñtestò the Senior Pastor had us take called the Enneagram.  The Enneagram is a type of personality test that starts with the 
understanding that we all yearn to know who we are and why we are here.  We yearn to soar but often end up crashing on the rocks 
below or into the people around us.  This assessment tool reminds us that although we all want to discover the answers to lifeôs ques-
tions, our restless yearnings are all expressed in different ways.  Understanding these differences can help us understand ourselves 
and one another better, work together synergistically, and forgive one another more freely through acceptance of our acknowledged 
differences.  
     There are many such tools out there.  They are fascinating and provide windows into our own behavior and thought processes.  
Perhaps the most well-known tool is the Myers-Briggs Personality Assessment.  A little known one is called ñTheological Worlds.ò   
     Theological Worlds tells us there are five basic ñworldsò of spirituality from which we all operate.  It assumes that Christians pos-
sess a basic, core set of beliefs.  Theological Worlds shows us that even though we all possess these core beliefs, individuals empha-
size, or hold some beliefs as more important than others.  For example, one person may place an emphasis on transformation 
through prayer, while another emphasizes justice.  No world is right or wrong, but our functional theology, that is, how we live out our 
beliefs in the world, are based upon our own preferred theological world.  Knowing this can help us understand that even though we 
are the Church Universal, weôre simply not always going to see eye to eye.  Hereôs another example: one group in a congregation 
might believe a sum of money should be used for the glory of God to restore stained glass windows in the sanctuary, while a rival 
group may want to use that money to send a group for Africa to build a new well.  Again, neither group is right or wrong; they are 
merely trying to live out their functional theology based on their own theological world as best they can. 
     Theological Worlds is not simply a tool thatôs interesting to use, but has real impact for us as we come together as a congregation.  
As Gravel Hill continues to grow and seek new ways to reach out to the community, differences of opinion concerning how we should 
do this may arise because we all live and work out of our slightly different understandings of Godôs will for us and how we should  
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CALENDAR for FEBRUARY 2012  

REMINDER: Be sure to call the office to schedule any event or meeting for which you need to reserve space in the church. 

Movie & More  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 
 1  Be In the Light 

  (see schedule below) 

2 
6p Godôs Garments  

set-up, FH 
7p BIC VBall practice, 
FC  

7p Outdoorsman 
Devotional Group, 
201 
7p H 
 

 

3  
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

7:30p Bill Smith BBall, 
FC 

4 
8a Weight Watchers, 

FH 
9a Palmyra Lacrosse 
practice, FC 

10a GODõS  
GARMENTS, FH 

4p Member Run  
Function, FH 

 

5   Sunday Morning  
Activities Listed Above 

SOUP-ER-BOWL 
SUNDAY 

1p VBall practice, FC 

4:15p Bell Choir, 201 
 

6 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

9:15a Staff Meeting, H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 
 
 

 

7 
9:15a Ladiesô Bible 

Study, 201 
12p Giants Bible study, 
H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 

6:30p Praise Team 
Practice, S 
 

8  Be In the Light 
  (see schedule below) 
  6:30p Grieving Bible 

Study, 303 

9 

6:30p Menõs  
     Fraternity, 201 

7p BIC VBall, FC    

10 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

7:30p Bill Smith BBall, 
FC 
 
 

11 
8a Weight Watchers, 

FH 
9a Palmyra Lacrosse 
practice, FC 

12  Sunday Morning  
Activities Listed Above 

1p Volleyball practice, 
FC 
4:15p Bell Choir, 201 

5p MOVIE & MORE 

13  
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

5:30p Compassionate 
Care Hospice Meeting, 
H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 

6:30p Pal Wrestling 
meeting, 305 
 
 

14 
 
9:15a Ladiesô Bible 
Study, 201 
12p Giants Bible study, 

H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 
6:30p Praise Team 
Practice, S 

7p 305 

15 Be In the Light 
  (see schedule below) 
 

16 
4:30p  Hockey Ban-

quet, FH 
6p Jeff Freidel, FC 

6:30p CONSUMER 
     SMARTS 2, 201 

7:30p BIC VBall, FC 

17 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

7p LAUGH YOUR 
WAY SEMINAR, S , 

L 
7:30p Bill Smith BBall, 
FC 

18 
8a Weight Watchers, 

FH 

9a LAUGH YOUR 
WAY SEMINAR, S , 

L 
9a Palmyra Lacrosse 

practice, FC 
11a Member Run 
Function, FH 
 

19   Sunday Morning  
Activities Listed Above 

 1p Volleyball practice, 
FC 
4:15p Bell Choir, 201 
 

20 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

9:15a Staff Meeting, H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 
 
 

 

21 
9:15a Ladiesô Bible 

Study, 201 
12p Giants Bible study, 
H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 

6:30p Praise Team 
Practice, S 
 

22 Be In the Light 
  (see schedule below) 
6:30p Grieving Bible 

Study, 303 

7p Ash Wednesday  
         Service 

23 
9a SEWING GROUP, 

201 
6p Jeff Freidel,  FC 
6:30p Menôs Fraternity, 
201 

BIC VBall practice, FC 
 
 
 

 
 

24 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

6p Snowball Dodgeball 

25 
8a Weight Watchers, 

FH 
9a Palmyra Lacrosse 
practice, FC 

26  Sunday Morning  
Activities Listed Above 

1p VBall practice, FC 
4:15p Bell Choir, 201 
 

27 
9a Jump 4 Joy, FC 

6p PACC VBall, FC 
 
 

28 
9:15a Ladiesô Bible 

Study, 201 
12p Giants Bible study, 
H 
6p PACC VBall, FC 

6:30p Praise Team 
Practice, S 
 
 

29 Be In the Light 
  (see schedule below) 

   
Be In the Light Evening Activities 
5:30 Meal ($5) 
6:00 Kids Choir, 301 
6:30 Womenôs Bible Study ñSon Seekers,ò, H 
        Adult Bible Study, Chapel 
        Healing After Loss, 303 
        The Me I Want to Be/ Waking the Dead, 201 
    The Reason for God 
        Young Adults Bible Study, 204 
        Pioneer Clubs, FH 
        Youth Group 302/3 
7:00 Traditional Choir Rehearsal, 301 

Sunday Morning  
Schedule 

 8am ñSanctuaryò  
9:15am Christian Education 
9:15am The ñCLICKò  
10:30am ñThe Walkò  

10:40 Worship Workshop, 201 

AD Board 

PARTNERS 

IN MISSION 



Things You Don’t Want to Miss 

February Birthdays 
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Thurs, Feb 2, 6pðPrep for Godôs Garments 
                      7pðOutdoorsman Devotional Group 
Sat, Feb 4, 10aðGodôs Garments 
Sun, Feb 5ðSuper-Bowl Sunday at all services 
Thurs, Feb 9, 6:30pðMenôs Fraternity 
Sunday, Feb 12, 5pðMovie and MoreðFireproof 
Thurs. Feb 16, 6:30pðConsumer Smarts Class 
Fri, Feb 17, 7pï Laugh Your Way Seminar Part 1 
Sat, Feb 18, 9aðLaugh Your Way Seminar Part 2 
Thurs, Feb 23, 9aðSewing Group 
Fri, Feb 24, 6pðWe Are Family Night with Snowball Dodgeball 

Wed, Feb 22, 7pðAsh Wednesday Service 
Sun, Mar 1ðPalm Sunday Worship  
Fri, Mar 6ðGood Friday 
Sun, Mar 8ðEaster Sunrise Service 
        Easter Worship Services 
 
 
 

SEE THE CHURCH CALENDAR FOR ADDITIONAL BIBLE 
STUDY AND SMALL GROUP SCHEDULING 

 

Prayer List  Please remember the following individuals with prayer, cards and visits.   
Always call before visiting to confirm that the individual would like to be visited. 

Kelly & David Pallone 
Evan Kreider and family 
Doug Hetrick 
Tom & Cheryl Lauderman 
Jordan Kollar 
Ruth Gilmore 
Gary Suchy 
Bill Hinkle 
Earl Hetrick 
Libby Keller 
Maudie Fake  

Judy Rast 
Lori Longenecker 
Steve Lighter 
Kim Lehn & family 
Zenith Landis 
Carolyn and Ed Mathews 
Cindy Blauch 
Earl (Jake) & Jean Deimler 
Jim Landis 
Larry & Dolly Linebaugh 
Lauren Forte 

Rev. Gary Nicholson 
Betty & Donald Seitz 
Dale & Cookie Umberger 
Greg Cassel, Sr. 
Barb Parker 
Lindsay Simmers 
Kelley Berman 
Lester & Carolyn Longenecker 
Gary & Judy Brown and family 
Tages Hamilton 
Jane Stewart 

Kermit & Charlotte Sipe 
Dolly & John Gordon 
Julia Patrick 
Mildred Spangler 
Bob Gingrich 
Jeanne Seltzer 

Donna Wolfer  

2/1/1971 Julie Sellard 
2/1/1934 Earl Deimler 
2/1/2006 Isaac Landis 
2/3/1962 Michael Sternberger 
2/3/1968 David Pallone 
2/3/2003 Trevor Rettew 
2/4/1996 Maureen Mailander 
2/4/1975 Lisa Bardsley 
2/4/1975 Deana Wadel 
2/4/2010 Margaret Wadel 
2/6/1992 Glenn Hoy 
2/6/1953 Ruth Wagner 
2/6/1953 Marsha Sheibley 
2/6/1994 Charles White 
2/9/1933 Leon Shearer 
2/11/1961 Michael Dowdrick 
2/12/1956 William Zeiders 
2/12/1990 Michael Neiswender 

2/12/1998 Jared Richard 
2/13/1969 Pamela Richard 

2/13/1998 Natalie Kennedy 
2/13/1998 Rachel Kennedy 
2/14/1947 Eric Blauch 
2/14/1963 Eileen Long 
2/15/2000 Lauren Mettley 
2/15/1919 Clair Rothrock 
2/16/1947 William Hinkle 
2/16/1967 Jarrod Kulp 
2/16/1980 Meredith Kreider 
2/16/1949 Jamie Stewart 
2/16/2004 Ella Beam 
2/16/2003 McKenzie Bomgardner 
2/17/1921 Caroline Hess 
2/17/1969 Amy Miller 
2/18/1959 Scott Zimmerman 
2/19/1987 Zakari Lehn 
2/20/1984 Katie Wagner 
2/20/1960 Cherri West 
2/21/2006 Nathan Fuhrman 
2/21/1973 Shawn Landis 

2/22/1947 Victoria Hinkle 
2/22/1953 Sharon Williamson 
2/22/2005 Lucas Reitz 
2/22/2000 Derek Smith 
2/23/1980 Shara Lehman 
2/23/2006 Stanford Dillard 
2/23/1963 Christopher McKinney 
2/24/1943 Carole Shearer 
2/24/2004 Graham Schaffer 
2/24/1976 Ursula Wolfer-Horowitz 
2/27/1964 Douglas Hetrick 
2/27/1941 Norma Phillips 
2/27/1978 Laura Klinger 
2/27/1990 Adam Bixler 
2/27/1943 Robert Shearer 
2/27/1984 Doug Houser 
2/28/1955 Alan Craver 
2/28/1949 Brenda Kern 
2/28/1960 John Smith 
 

 



Deep Thoughts            by Tony Rose 
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      Love is in the air, eh?  
Thatôs what this monthôs all 
about, so why not try to live 
with it rather than against it?!  
Chocolates, flowers, cards, 
etcétheyôre all great ways to 
show someone we love him/
her, but how about something 
a little less pricey but 100x 
more valuable?  How about 
charity of the heart instead of 
chocolates?  How about some 
good old fashion friendship 
instead of flowers?  And what 
about genuine kindness rather 
than cards?  Just thinking out 
loud here!   
     Weôve become robotic in 
our thought processes which 
tell us physical gifts symboliz-
ing love mean so much to the 
person we offer them to.  But 
do they?  Chocolates get eat-
en and forgotten about.  Flow-
ers wilt and die and get thrown 
away.  Cards gather dust on a 
bookshelf before they too are 
discarded.  The residual effect 
of the love they symbolize 
fades away, too, over time.  
But a more lasting, even per-
manent, reminder of our love 
for someone is the grace, 
charity, joy, patience, kind-
ness, mercy, and love we can 
show them, not just on or 
around a holiday such as Val-

entineôs Day, but every day.  
Maybe we all need to stop 
falling into the commercialized 
love society promotes and 
start living and giving through 
the Spirit of Christôs grace and 
love given to us.  Itôs perma-
nent and itôs free! 
     Ok, on to the Mobilizing 
stuff.  Iôm happy to say that 
February sees the Sports-
menôs Devotional Group re-
convening!  The group will 
once again be led by Jeff Ken-
nedy.  The first meeting will be 
held on Thursday, February 2 
at 7pm in room 201.  The 
Sportsman Group is made up 
of men, women, and children 
who have a passion for the 
outdoors and want to learn 
more about Godôs will in their 
lives as they live it out enjoying 
His wonderful creation.  New 
members are encouraged to 
come out and join this group.   
      On Thursday, February 9, 
Iôll be starting a Menôs Fraterni-
ty Group.  This ministry is 
geared towards men who want 
to grow in closer relationship to 
God and, through this relation-
ship, want to improve in all 
areas of their lives: home, 
work, and church.  The first of 
three sessions is made up of 
24 classes.  The classes will 

run approximately 90 minutes 
and will meet every other 
Thursday from 6:30-8:00 in 
room 201.  Join me on our 
Quest for Authentic Manhood!  
Sign-ups are at the Welcome 
Center. 
      Three other events will 
round out February.  On 
Thursday, February 16, from 
6:30-8:00 pm, Gravel Hill will 
host its ñConsumer Smarts IIò 
coffee night.  This sessionôs 
topics include planning for 
College Tuition, Couponing, 
and Closet Clutter.  The event 
is free and I encourage you to 
come out if you want tips on 
planning for your childôs col-
lege tuition, strategies to max-
imize coupons in order to save 
money on groceries, and/or 
smart suggestions on how to 
organize clutter in your homes.   
      On Friday evening Febru-
ary 17, from 7-10 pm and Sat-
urday morning, February 18, 
from 9am ï 12:30pm, Gravel 
Hill will be hosting ñLaugh Your 
Way to a Better Marriage,ò a 
video seminar hosted by 
Shawn and Kristi Stokes.  This 
two-day, eye-opening, hilari-
ous seminar will help all cou-
ples, married or not, work on 
reaching their relationshipôs full 
potential through humor, hon-

esty, and Godôs word.  To reg-
ister for this event, please visit 
www.laughyourway.com.  Free 
baby-sitting by the Youth 
Group will be available both 
days, with a good-will offering 
suggested.  Lunch will be pro-
vided after Saturdayôs session 
from 12:30-1:30pm for those 
who make reservations.  The 
cost of lunch will be the same 
as our BITL meal: $5 per per-
son or $15 per family.  Please 
call the church office to sign up 
for lunch. 
      Finally, our February WAF 
will take place on Friday, Feb-
ruary 24th from 6-9pm.  The 
family sports theme is snow-
ball dodgeball and our meal 
theme will be ñAnything Chick-
enò.  Look for sign-ups begin-
ning the second Sunday of this 
month. 
      Have a great February, 
folks, and may God bless you 
and yours throughout!   
And now for a ñDeep 
Thoughtò~   
"I hope if dogs ever take 
over the world and they 
chose a king, they don't just 
go by size, because I bet 
there are some Chihuahuas 
with some good ideas."  
Jack Handey 

SHE’S MOVING 

Please note  
Bette’s new  
address in your 
church directory: 
 

        Bette Deibert 
          Traditions of Hershey 
       100 N Larkspur Dr 
    Apt. 321 
 Palmyra, PA 17078 

 

HELP WANTED  -  Part-Time Paid Position 

 

The Phoenix Center is in need of someone interested in helping at 
the Center on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:45-6:30pm and 

Fridays from 2:45-5:00pm.  This is a part-time paid position.   

If you are interested in this position, please contact Chelsea Weibley, Director, 

at 838-0302 or email her at cweibley@phoenixyouthcenter.com  

http://www.laughyourway.com
mailto:cweibley@phoenixyouthcenter.com


Love In A Box 
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The first Sunday evening of every month, come on 
out to “A Movie and More…”,  
This Month’s Movie: 

 
 
 
 
 

       A time for devotions  
       followed by a movie. 
       Everyone is invited! 

A Movie and More... 

God’s Garments 

Easter musical practice will be starting toward the 
end of February.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for de-
tails.  If you would like to sing, speak or perform in the 
musical, please contact Joyce Lochinger at 
joyce@gravelhillumc.org as soon as possible to get 
involved. 

  

Easter Musical Practice 

Saturday, February 4, from 10amð2pm 
 

Godôs Garments is open the first Saturday of every other month.  
Clothing is sorted the Thursday before each ñsession,ò at 6pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  Beth Rossi would love to get some help sorting 
clothes on Thursday, February 2, from 6-9pm, and then again to set 
up on Saturday, February 4.   
 

If you can help, please contact Beth Rossi at 838-9037, the church 
office at 838-4721, or Tony Rose at 838-4721 as soon as possible. 

Attention All Sunday Education 
Classes 

Don’t forget that we have the opportunity to provide 
worship for individuals of the Palmyra Nursing Home 
on Sundays in February.  Step up and live, learn and 
share Christ with those in our community who cannot 
get out to attend worship anymore.   
 
Services are at 2pm and should be at least 30 minutes 
but no longer than 40 minutes.  Hymn books are avail-
able at the home. 
 
If you haven’t yet notified Karen Ayers what Sunday 
your class can provide worship, please call her at the 
church office (838-47221) as soon as possible.   

Inclement Weather Policy 

Matthew 25:40 says, “As much as you have done it unto the 
least of these you have done it unto me.” 

 

Share you love for the Lord by giving to those in need in the 
Middle East.  Check the missions bulletin board for items 

you can give (new or gently used, please). 
 

Any questions, please contact Ken or Shirley Keefer at 
838-2820. 

 

Join us at Gravel Hill UMC Thursday evening,  
February 16 from 6:30-8:00 pm, for an eye-opening dis-
course on issues near and dear to our wallets, purses, 
and everyday lives.    
Topics include: 
 
$  Planning for College Tuition and applying for aid 
$  Couponing to save money on your grocery bill  
$  Organizing your closets and home to free 
   yourself from clutter 
 
Due to space restrictions, reservations are recommend-
ed.  To reserve your spot, contact Tony Rose at 
838.4721, ext. 122 or email at tony@gravelhillumc.com.    

Consumer Smarts Coffee Night 2  

  For Sunday Worship: Please watch TV Channels 21 or 27, or listen to Radio Stations WLBR 1270AM or WJTL 90.3FM.  You may 
also call the church for a recorded message at 838-4721. 

For Wednesday evening Be In the Light: If there is a 2-hour delay, early school dismissal, or closing of the Palmyra schools, there 
will be no BITL meal, no babysitting, no youth group, no pioneer clubs, no Kidz choir and no adult choir.  The front doors will be 
scheduled to be closed. 

For Bible Studies and Small Groups: Class leaders should decide if they want to meet at their scheduled times.  Class leaders will 
contact all class participants (it would be good if classes have a call chain in place).  If you do not hear from your class leader, 
please call them.  The church office will probably not know which individual classes will be meeting.  If groups decide to meet, 
all participants should come with their key fobs to gain access to the church.    

Last year we had 3-4 Wednesday evening weather issues, so plan ahead! 

 

 

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org


Page 6 THE BEACON 

Education Station 

Confirmation Class  
If you are ready to accept Jesus Christ as your 
Savior, and are in grade 6-12, please send 
your name, age and grade to 
shauna@gravelhillumc or call 838-4721 x115.  
More specifics about the class will be an-
nounced once we see how many kids would 
like to join.  Classes will be held on Sunday 
mornings from 9-10:30am beginning in Febru-
ary.  
 
Young Adult Christian Education  
Are you being called to reach young adults?  
Has God placed it upon your heart to serve in 
this much needed area at Gravel Hill?  The 
need for a young adult class has left a huge 
hole in our Sunday morning Christian Educa-
tion offerings.  I ask that everyone please pray 
and consider leading a class for the young 
adults in our church.  Once they  
graduate from High School, our kids are left 
with a number of adult classes to join, but they 
really need a class to call their own.   
Please see Shauna Dowdrick if you would like 
to discuss forming this much need class. 

Pioneer Club February Schedule 
 

Feb 1  Unit 4, Lesson 3 
             My Skill and Qualities 
             Missions Night with Missions Missy 
 

Feb 8  Unit 4, Lesson 4 
             God Guides Me 
             Game Night  -  Wear your sneakers! 
             Award Night and Award Make-Up 
Night              
                     (don't forget books and bags) 
 

Feb 15  Unit 5, Lesson 1 
              Mothers 
              Activity  -  Missions 

 

Feb 22 NO CLUB—Ash Wednesday 
 

Feb 29  Unit 5, Lesson 2 
             Fathers  

 

Pioneer Club 

 

 

 

SUPER-BOWL SUNDAY 

All Services 

 

Bring non-perishable foods 

For donation to  

The Caring Cupboard! 

 

LAUGH YOUR WAY VIDEO SEMINAR 
Friday, February 17,   7-10pm 

Saturday, February 18,   9am-12:30pm 
 

Registration $35 couple / $18 single 
Available at LAUGHYOURWAY.COM 

1-800-525-2844 
 

Childcare available by calling the church 
Lunch available after event on Saturday for $5 person / $15 family 

For reservations call the church  
at 838-4721 

Goodwill donations accepted for childcare to support the GH Youth  
Programs 

LAUGH YOUR WAY TO A  
BETTER MARRIAGE 

“Honest, Hard-Hitting...Hilarious” 



Extravagant Worship 
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     On Christmas Day the church 
had the opportunity to have all 
three worship services and styles 
come together in a time of Extrava-
gant Worship. What better day than 
the day we celebrate Christ's birth! 
As we prepared for this worship 
time, we wanted to make that morn-
ing particularly friendly for all peo-
ple of the church! All church mem-
bers were told to "come as you 
are", bring the kiddos toys 
and come and worship!  What a 
great day this turned out to be. We 
had 225 people in worship that 
morning for the combined service.   
     The worship and the feeling in 
the church that morning was inde-
scribable.  There were people here 
in their Sunday best laughing and 
smiling at the young families in their 
pajamas with little children and their 
toys in tow. The acolyte rode his 
scooter up the center aisle in his 

space man pajamas bringing smiles 
to many. He and his father lit the 
candles complete with dad in his 
superman sleep pants. This may 
seem silly to some of you and not 
at all how church "should be"...but it 
was sweet and warm and exactly 
how God wants us to come to Him, 
As we are! The best thing I noticed 
was that everyone got along, enjoy-
ing the differences of each other 
and worshiping together singing 
praise songs as well as hymns  with 
joy and happiness! When we (the 
staff) talked about worship that 
morning and why it was so great, 
we came to the conclusion 
that those who were here 
truly wanted to be here! 
When the heart has a desire 
for God there will be a pas-
sion that will override 
any small little nit- picky 
things.   

     Christmas morning was truly an 
extravagant morning of worship and 
if you were here, then you experi-
enced it, my friend! By the way, 
during the 2 weeks leading up to 
Christmas morning, this church 
ministered to over 2,000 people in 
the Palmyra area. Thanks for being 
a part of sharing the Good News of 
Christ to the community. 
     I also want to thank those who 
provided milk, coffee and cookies 
on Christmas morning in the wel-
come center.  
           Joyce Lochinger 
                  Worship Leader 

 

HELP OTHERS PUT THE POWER OF RECOVERY 
IN CHRISTôS HANDS!  VOLUNTEER TO BE A 

LEADER IN THIS MINISTRY!  

Over 700,000 people have gone through the Celebrate 
Recovery program in more than 17,000 churches world-
wide. Celebrate Recovery is a program designed to 
help those struggling with hurts, hang-ups, and habits 
by showing them the loving power of Jesus Christ 
through the recovery process 

Coming this March, Gravel Hill is will host our first ever  
Celebrate Recovery Program. 

The purpose of the Celebrate Recovery ministry is to fellow-
ship and celebrate God's healing power in our lives through 
the "8 Recovery Principles" and "The 12 Steps of Recov-
ery". This experience allows us to "be changed." By working 
and applying these Biblical Principles, we begin to grow 
spiritually. We become free from our addictive, compulsive 
and dysfunctional behaviors. This freedom creates peace, 
serenity, joy and most importantly a stronger relationship 
with God and others. As we progress through the program, 
we discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher-
Power, Jesus Christ. 

 More information will be forthcoming. 
For information on how to volunteer, please contact  

Tony at 838-4721, ext. 122, or at tony@gravelhillumc.org. 

http://www.celebraterecoverylakewoodcc.org/recoveryprinciples.html
http://www.celebraterecoverylakewoodcc.org/12steps.html
http://www.celebraterecoverylakewoodcc.org/12steps.html
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Be In the Light  -  Every Wednesday Night starting at 5:30pm 

Come on out for dinner at 5:30pm and spend some time with you brothers and sisters in Christ.  Sign up at the  Welcome Center! 
$5 per person.   
$15 per family 

Check the Welcome Center for the most up-to-date information concerning Bible Studies.  Itôs never too late to join.  IIf you have any questions 
or are interested in leading a small group study, please contact Tony Rose at 838-4721 or tony@gravelhillumc.org.   

 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED? 

Has God been pulling at your heartstrings to be bolder in your Faith?  Does God want you to lead?  Do you feel yourself being 
pushed to lead a small group or Bible study?  If so, please call Tony at 838-4721, ext. 122 to discuss opportunities. 

 

 

     I want to thank everyone for all the cards, 
calls and prayers during my recent surgery.  My 
shoulder is feeling much better since I had the 
surgery. 
 
           Thank you again, 
           Lucille Zeiders 

 

 

Gravel Hill UMC and the Holiday Bazaar Committee, 
 

     I would like to personally thank you for providing 
your support again this year.  Your generosity helps 
us to provide for our patients and loved ones. It is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

           Sincerely, 
           Ann Monk, RN, Nurse Manager 
           Lebanon County Hospice 

 

    Thanks to our Gravel Hill Family for everything you have done 
for us.  We appreciate the cards, calls, flowers, food and visits.  
Most of all, thank you for your prayers.  Thanks to Rev. Smith and 
Rev. Hackman for their visits and their caring. 
 Gravel Hill is a real example of a Christian Community in action. 
 

                In Christian love, 
              Carolyn & Ed Mathews 

 

Dear Friends at Gravel Hill, 
 

     Thank you for planning, organizing, and 
running the 5K Challenge that ended in a 
very generous donation to the Caring Cup-
board.  Your thoughtfulness is very much 
appreciated. 
 

          Blessings, 
          Terry Baker and Staff 
          The Caring Cupboard 

 

     Thank you for supporting the Good Samaritan Hos-
pital Hospice Program with the proceeds from your 
2011 Holiday Bazaar.  Your gift will help our dedicated 
employees and physicians to provide the very best 
treatment and care to our patients and their  
families. 
     Happy New Year to all! 
 
             Sincerely, 
             Jason M. Trout 
             Vice President Development 
             Good Samaritan Hospital 

 

To the Kids and Leader Who Sang Carols and Brought Cookies, 
 

     You brightened up our evening!  We loved the music and seeing 
your smiling faces, and the cookies were delicious!! 
 
               Dolly & Larry Linebaugh 

 

     On behalf of the Center for Champions, I’d 
like to thank you for your contribution.  We 
really appreciate your obvious belief in us and 
the kids.  Lives are touched every day thanks 
to donors like you. 
God Bless You.  
 

         Shannon Hare 
         3-5 Grade Teacher 
         Center for Champions of PA 

 

     On behalf of Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Central PA, thank you for your extremely gener-
ous gift of $2,200 from your 2011 Holiday Bazaar.  
It’s hard to put into words the appreciation we feel 
for this magnificent gift, and for all of the loving sup-
port Gravel Hill members have shown this House 
since 1982.   
     May you all be blessed. 
 

         Sincerely. 
         Kathleen B. Denton 
         Executive Director 
         Ronald McDonald House Charities 
         of Central Pennsylvania 
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The Caring Cupboard DROP OFF HOURS: 
 

MONDAY 9- 11 AND 3- 6 
WEDNESDAY 9- 12 AND 

5:30- 7:00 
FRIDAY 12- 2  

WHAT IS MENôS FRATERNITY? 
Men’s Fraternity is designed to help men come together and 

strengthen each other through weekly sessions that combine biblical 
teaching and small group interaction. 

WHAT IS The Quest for Authentic Manhood? 
The 'Quest' is a 24 session study that focuses on the primary issues 
that shape a man's life; explores in depth the biblical concept of 
manhood; and finally provides practical building blocks for any man 
to use to construct for himself a nobler, more satisfying manhood. 

WHO ATTENDS MENôS FRATERNITY? 
Men like you; men that want to contribute more towards their  
relationships with their families, co-workers, friends and  

community.  Men wishing to become better examples of an authentic 
man as modeled by Jesus Christ. 

WHAT IS A WEEKLY SESSION LIKE? 
The Quest for Authentic Manhood consists of a 24-week session, 
with each session covering a different topic. Each session lasts 90 
minutes, which includes a video piece, short lecture and small group 

discussions. Sessions meet every other Thursday. 
 

Sessions Will Meet Every Other THURSDAY  
beginning February 9  

from 6:30pm – 8:00pm in Room 201* 
*Room location may change due to size of class 

Celebrate United Methodist Night with the Phillies as they battle the Diamond-
backs on Saturday, August 4th.  Cost is $50.00 per person.  Cost covers 1 ticket 
and charter bus transportation to and from the game.  Space is limited to the first 
108 individuals.  Payment can be made in its entirety or in two separate pay-
ments.  The dates for payment are below.  All checks get made out to Gravel Hill 
UMC with “Phillies” in MEMO Line.  Please remit payment to Karen Ayers or Tony 
Rose.  Cash should be turned in in an envelope with your name and phone num-
ber on it.  Once tickets arrive, you will be given the number you purchased 
to hold.  No refunds if  tickets are lost .  If you are unable to attend, you are 
responsible for moving your tickets.   
 

Be sure to sign the reservation sheet ASAP if you intend on joining us for this 
wonderful night at Citizens Bank Park! 
 

Two Payment Plan:   Single Payment Plan: 
April 3rd:  $25      April 3rd: $50   or…. 
May 8th:  $25      May 8th:  $50 

UNITED METHODIST 
NIGHT  AT THE PHILLIES! 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4TH 

Departure Time:  
2:45 p.m. from 
Gravel Hill’s back 
parking lot 

Return Time:  
Approximately 
midnight 

Questions?  Please 
contact Tony Rose at 
838.4721, ext. 122 or 
Tony@gravelhillumc.com 

Reservations are Limited 
to the first 108 people

 



Book Reviews 

Listed below are three book 
reviews from the church library, 
located in the Heritage Room.   
One review is from the chil-
dren's section, one is from the 
teen's section and one is from 
the adult section of the library. 
 

Kidsõ Guide to Bible Ani-
mals   
by Jane Landreth 
Kidsô Guide to Bible Animals is 
packed with fascinating infor-
mation on the living creatures ï 
100 in all ï found in scripture. 
Written especially for kids ages 
8 to 12, it includes plenty of 
colorful illustrations.  From ants 

and antelopes through wild 
oxen and worms, Kidsô 

Guide to Bible Ani-

mals guarantees an entertain-
ing and educational reading 
experience. If you love ani-
mals, fish, or bugs, this book is 
for you! 
 

Soul Surfer  
by Bethany Hamilton 
Soul Surfer  is a moving ac-
count of Bethany Hamiltonôs 
life as a young surfer, her re-
covery after a shark attack, her 
unprecedented bid for a top 
showing in the World Surfing 
Championships, and, most 
importantly, her belief in God. It 
is a story of girl power and spir-
itual grit that shows the body is 
not more essential to surfing ï  
than the soul. 
 

There is More to the Secret 

by Ed Gungor 
Is it possible to believe in both 
God and the Law of Attraction? 
Isnôt this all just some New 
Age, ñpower of the mindò thing? 
If the Law of Attraction works, 
why isnôt it in the Bible ï or is 
it? Questions like these are 
being asked by people around 
the world after reading The 
Secret. According to the Law of 
Attraction, you can have virtu-
ally anything desired if your 
mind is trained to put out con-
tinual thoughts to attract it into 
your life. In this deeply compel-
ling work, Ed Gungor seeks to 
establish a more complete and 
accurate representation of the 
power of the mind by explain-
ing the role that God plays in 

the equation. This book is writ-
ten to examine what the author 
believes is misguided advice 
while still speaking to the heart-
felt need that is causing so 
many to explore this ancient 
practice. There is more to the 
story that must be told. 
 

NOTE:  Please be considerate 
of others and return the items 
that you borrow within 4 weeks. 
Thank you for your coopera-
tion. 
 

Happy Reading from the 
Church Librarians, Gwen 
Campbell, Michelle Ault, Kris-
ten Ault, and Janell Ault! 
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Dear Pastor Smith and Gravel Hill Congregants,                     
 

My name is Jenna Lochinger, and for those of you who don’t know me, I am a sophomore at the University of Pitts-
burgh. I’m studying nursing, and in my free time, I am heavily involved in my university ministry, called Cornerstone.  
Cornerstone is run out of Bellefield Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, and I consider the congregants my church 
family while I am at Pitt. 
     This spring break, I have the amazing opportunity of taking a trip to Joseph City, Arizona in order to volunteer at the 
NAOMI House.  The NAOMI (Native American Outreach Ministries Inc.) House is a foster care home for neglected 
Native American children.  It is a ministry of the Christian Coalition for Outreach (CCO.) 
     While I’m in Arizona, I’ll have the chance to interact with the kids and convey the love of Christ to them. There will 
be anywhere from 15-24 kids in the house when I visit, and the vast majority of them are abused emotionally, physical-
ly, or sexually.  They have been removed from their original homes, and the NAOMI House is a certified safe haven for 
them.   
     I am asking the congregants of Gravel Hill if they would be willing to support me in my endeavor to show Christ to 
people, children no less, who are desperately in need of His love.  I have felt called to go on this trip and show the love 
of Christ to all of the children and share with them how He has changed my life.  If anyone in Gravel Hill or the church 
as a whole would be able to contribute monetarily to my ministry, no matter how large or small, I would greatly appreci-
ate the support.  
     If I raise any amount of funds from Gravel Hill, I will not just collect them, go on my trip, and forget about the sup-
port. I plan on documenting every moment of my trip, and want to share my experience with the church members who 
were willing to support me through my pictures and personal testimony about how the trip affected me and helped me 
grow in my faith. I will be leaving for Arizona on March 2 of this year, and any funds for the trip itself will need to be in 
by March 1st. Any contributions can be sent to/checks can be made out to: 
 

Bellefield Presbyterian Church 
C/O Chris Ansell for NAOMI Trip 

4001 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

 

     I hope that if anyone at Gravel Hill, after prayerful consideration and thought, would be so compelled to support my 
ministry and endeavor to show Christ, they would do so.  Thank you so much in advance for your support whether it is 
monetary or prayerful.  I love Gravel Hill, and I would really appreciate any and all support. 
                

                                       In Christ, 
                                       Jenna Lochinger  
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Kidz Choir News 

 Upcoming Schedule for 2012, and other important dates to remember: 
 

Kidz Choir practices from 6-6:30pm every Wednesday evening (unless otherwise 
noted below) in the Choir Room. 
 

Wednesday, February 22  -  NO PRACTICE (Ash Wednesday Service) 
Wednesday, February 29 ï March 25 practice 
Wednesday, April 4  -  NO PRACTICE (Holy Week) 
Wednesday, April 11 ï May 30 ï practice 
Wednesday, June 6 - Final Practice for Kidz Sunday and VBS Kick off  
June 10  -  Kidz Sunday and VBS Kickoff  -  the children will lead worship in all three 
services and prepare for a week of vacation Bible school.  
 

Dates are subject to change, so thanks for your understanding. 
If you are interested in joining Kidz Choir or have any questions, please email me at 
joyce@gravelhillumc.org or call me at the church 838-2629, ext 121 
 

                                                 Joyce Lochinger 

Our Sundays for singing are: 
We will be singing in worship every third  
Sunday of the month 
  
Sunday, February 19 
Sunday, March 18 
Sunday, April 15 
Sunday, May 20 
Sunday, June 10 (Kidz Sunday and  
    VBS Kick off) 
 

We will have several extended practices for  
VBS Kick off  

 

People of the church have expressed interest in creating a business directory so we can all try to support 
one another and their businesses in these uncertain economical times.  If you would like to list your busi-
ness in a new business directory, please submit the following information to Tony Rose by placing the 
complete form in his mailbox, or e-mail the information to  
tony@gravelhillumc.com.  It is our hope that the information will be available in printed form as well as be-
ing accessible on our Web site.   

  
FOR THE GRAVEL HILL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

 

Business Name ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Specializes in __________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hours of Operation ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Address _______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Business Phone _____________________  Business E-Mail _____________________________ 
 
Web Site Address ______________________________________________________________ 

  
Member Name __________________________  Member Phone Number __________________ 
 
Member’s Personal E-mail Address ___________________________________________ 

 

        (Member’s personal phone number and e-mail will not be in the directory) 

Gravel Hill Business Directory 

 

 

 

mailto:joyce@gravelhillumc.org
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Gravel Hill Youth  
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The Pastor’s Pen (continued from page 1) 

 

Movie and More.  You may have seen this listed in the bulletin or newsletter and wondered what is that exactly?  Well here is a 

little more info on it for you: 

Movie and More is an event that occurs once a month at 5pm in the Sanctuary.  Each month a different movie is shown for you, 
your family, and friends to come and enjoy for FREE! Afterwards, there is time for discussion about the movie and the lessons 

you may have learned or questions you are left wondering after it ends. 

This is open for the entire family (and any person who attends Gravel Hill UMC) to come and enjoy.  It provides a wonderful dis-
cussion starter or jumping off point for you to have a discussion with your family and friends about issues that are relevant to your 
daily lives, especially when it comes to talking about the choices that we are each faced with day in and day out.  To see how 
someone else chooses to act in a movie gives you, the viewer, the chance to think about whether or not you would do the same 

thing or how your different choice would effect the outcome of the decision. 

This month we are showing: Fireproof.  This is a powerful movie for anyone to see.  I previewed this with all three of my boys and 
they were riveted to the screen not only by the action of the firemen, but also seeing how another couple was interacting in their 

home.   

The home interaction brought questions about which we talked.  We looked at the characters and the choices they were making.  
I asked the boys if they thought the decisions were good and why they thought that way.  I then followed up with how they thought 
the other characters might be feeling.  Lastly, I asked them to think about how they would like to treat people around them in the 

future. 

Come. View. Grow. 

We will be looking for you! 

Upcoming Youth Events for the month of February: 

Wednesday Youth Group - 1,8, 15, 22, 29 (Wow! 5 Wednesdays in February!) 

Sunday, February 12, 5pm: Movie and More in the Sanctuary: This Monthôs Movie: Fireproof 

Friday, Feb. 17, 6pm -10pm: Babysitting for Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage  

Saturday, Feb. 18, 9am - 12pm: Babysitting for Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage 

Sunday, February 19, 5pm:  Gretna Glen Worship 

Have questions about youth? Please e-mail Katie at: katielandis@comcast.net  

respond to God.  Weôve weathered these storms before and emerged as a stronger, more focused congregation because we 
found ways to resolve differences and work together.  Always keep in mind that service to God can take many forms, and what 
we want may not be what is best, feasible, or necessary at the current time, or even what the majority of people or the church 
leaders have decided to do.  Neither side may be right or wrong, but there must be a focus on one aspect of ministry for us to 
move ahead.  I urge you to acknowledge and respect our differences while embracing our strengths as a congregation, because 
that is what allows us to learn together, share together, live together and love together.  There is a depth and power in diversity 
that God can use well for his kingdom.    
     As Gravel Hill continues its spiritual journey, keep in mind that we all have our own lenses through which we view our purpose 
and the manner in which we would like to achieve goals for God.  Individually, pieces of glass may all have different colors, differ-
ent opacity, different thicknesses, causing light to scatter randomly in different ways.  But when these pieces are brought togeth-
er, they can form a mighty lens through which we can look to discern Godôs will for us as a congregation, and through which we 

can magnify and focus the light of God in the world.   
 

Reverend Lynn Hackman 
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     General Conference will be held in Tampa, Florida, from April 24 to May 4.   
 

     General Conference is the top legislative body of The United Methodist Church, 
and sets policy and direction for the church, as well as handling other business.  It 
is the only entity that speaks for the UMC. This gathering is held every four years, 
and itôs location is rotated among the five regional U.S. Jurisdictions.  There are 
more than 11.5 million United Methodists worldwide, and they will be represented 
by a maximum of 988 delegates ï half clergy, half laity.  One of the jobs of the 
General Conference is to revise The Book of Discipline, which regulates how local 
churches, annual conferences and general agencies are organized.  The Book of 
Discipline sets policies regarding church membership, ordination, administration, 
property and judicial procedures.   

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2012 

     Primary sources of legislation are petitions and proposals from church agencies and organizations. Petitions must be submitted 210 days 
before the opening of the conference. Any organization, ordained minister or lay member of the church may petition the General Conference. 
Approximately 1,600 pieces of legislation are expected at the 2012 assembly. 
 

     The recommended budget for 2012-2016 is $603 million.  This figure represents a 6.04 percent reduction from the previous four years and 
marks the first time a smaller budget will go before the churchôs top legislative body for approval. As it stands, the recommended budget will 
mean ñreductions in programming or staff depending on how the individual agencies react to reductions in funding.ò  
 

     Gravel Hill is but one church among more than 43,000 local churches in more than 50 countries around the world.  We are involved in mis-
sion and ministry in over 120 countries, and have nearly 1,000 missionaries.  United Methodists own, run or sponsor colleges, seminaries, 
schools, hospitals and orphanages around the globe.   
 

     You can help this mission and ministry by praying at all times, but especially for the General Conference and the delegates from now until 
May 2012.  You can receive updates about General Conference by signing up for email news, getting live audio or video streaming, or by taking 
online courses.  These resources can be accessed at www.gc2012.umc.org.  You can also call Dr. Mary White, Eastern PA Conference Dele-
gation Chair, at 610-519-9812, or e-mail her at mwhite9891@aol.com. 

BY 2041 THERE WILL BE  
NO SINGLE MAJORITY ETHNICITY OR  

CULTURE IN THE U.S. 
Letôs prepare ourselves nowé 

From the dawn of creation human beings have migrated across the earth.  The history of the 
United States is a migration narrative of families and individuals seeking safety, economic 
betterment, and freedom of religious and cultural expression.  The reasons for those who 
immigrated willingly are numerous and varied depending on the context, but what all immi-
grants share is the promise of what they believe lies in another land other than their own.  Migrants today continue to travel to North America 

because of the effects of globalization, dislocation, economic scarcity, persecution, and other reasons. 

The arrival of new cultures has also felt threatening to U.S. citizens, and has often led to conflict and violence.  Throughout our history, the most 
recently-arrived group has often been a target of racism, marginalization, and violence.  We regret any and all violence committed against mi-
grants in the past and we resolve as followers of Jesus, to work to eliminate racism and violence directed towards newly arriving migrants to the 

U.S. 

The United Methodist Church affirms the worth, dignity and inherent value and rights of every person regardless of their nationality or legal sta-
tus.  UM churches throughout the U.S. are urged to build bridges with immigrants in their local communities, to learn from them, celebrate their 
presence, and recognize and appreciate the contributions in all areas of life that immigrants bring.  We call upon all United Methodist churches to 

engageé 

(taken from the ñWelcoming the Migrant to the U.S.ò statement, The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist 

Church: 2008, Resolution 3281, p.412-420.) 

 

 



GRAVEL HILL UNITED M ETHODIST 

CHURCH  

Learn, Live and Share  

131 Gravel Hill Road 

Palmyra, PA 17078 

Phone: (717) 838-4721 

E-mail: karen@gravelhillumc.com 
 
We’re On The Web 

www.gravelhillumc.org 
 

 

It’s time to think about ordering your lily plants for Easter Sunday. The office can accept lily orders 
until March 11. All lilies are white, and wrapped with purple foil. The cost for each plant will be 
$6.50. Please fill out the form below and return with your check, made payable to Gravel Hill UMC, 

or cash to the church office.  

 

EASTER LILY ORDERS 

____Check here if you will pick up your lily on Easter Sunday. 

____Check here if you will pick up your lily on another date and insert date of pickup here __________. 

____Check here if you would like to donate your Easter Lily.  

Number of 
plants 

In honor/
memory  
(circle one) 

Purchased for Purchased by 

 honor/memory   

 honor/memory   

 honor/memory   

 honor/memory   

 honor/memory   


